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10 years living on the battlefield of bombs and fires without a scar, but when I put my feet on Ba
Ria - Vung Tau, about to lay my head on Saigon City, but I had to step back.... hurt like gelded.

My own longing: - "Oh Saigon!.. I'm back!..." suddenly disappeared in puff of smoke and cloud.

On the night of April 29, 1975, the military vehicle carrying scouts in front of the High
Command at the front of the Gold Star Division Number 3 suddenly stopped. The entire
formation of vehicles and artillery of the Division was piled up on the north side of the abutment
of Co May bridge. My comrades used a stretcher to carry me down and put me on the side of the
road. They put a splint on my broken right leg. In the dim night of gunfire and excruciating pain,
I still feel the vast sandy beach and the cool breeze from the sea. Everyone was running back and
forth, whispering to each other, discussing the way to pass the bridge. Someone said:

- The bridge was destroyed by the enemy... We lost most of our troops crossing the
river!... The enemies in the south of the bridge fought fiercely!... We need to promptly
deploy a strong artillery formation to suppress the south of the bridge....

I still heard clearly the C52 Reconnaissance Company Captain, brother Tran Sy Can:
- Khoi!... Does it hurt a lot?... Hang on!...

And his hand warmly touched on my injured leg. A voice raised, it must be Dai, the
medic:

- Arrange vehicles to turn around to carry wounded soldiers to the division's surgery
station!...

The division's field surgery station was located at Cam My, Long Khanh. Called a
surgical station, but in fact, it is just a place to receive wounded and sick soldiers from
the battlefield. The number of doctors and staff here is limited, only a few people. Most
of the unit has gone deep into the South. The surgery station has no huts or houses.
Injured and sick soldiers were laying on leaves and hammocks all over the place. The
rubber plantation is vast and overhanging, which is very convenient for hiding troops of
both sides. The remnants of the 18th Division of General Le Minh Dao and the 1*
Airborne Brigade Troops of the ARVN from Xuan Loc, Long Khanh lost the battle,
flocking to this rubber plantation to hide and to find a way to escape to Vung Tau. The
sound of vehicles, artillery, bombs, and even the groans of wounded and sick soldiers
from both sides resounded throughout the forest. The few doctors had to do multiple



tasks. They were busily, hastily dispersed at every corner to stop the remnants of soldiers
who were flooding into the aid station to beg to present themselves with their weapons,
and beg for food...Seeing my brothers and sisters struggling, even though my leg is
swollen and painful, I did not complain or even say a word.

In this forest, I suddenly met a lot of teammates, comrades, family, and people from my
hometown. One of them is Nguyen My Hanh, the beautiful member of the ensemble of
the 3rd Gold Star Division's political office who got stranded here, and stayed at the
surgery station to directly take care me and the wounded soldiers for a few days. I met an
aunt of Tran Van ancestry, in Thuong Phong village who is the sister of Mr. Tran Van
Do. Her name is Hang, she is a physician who followed the troops of the Division 968
and drop into the forest to take a break. I also met Mr. Tien in Dai Phong village, a tank
soldier from Brigade 203.

In my stupor, I still knew that Mr. Nguyen Van Huong and poet Dao Quang Thang of the
technical reconnaissance team of the Division were visiting. Dao Quang Thang brought
me a lot of milk and sugar, even some coconuts. Mr. Huong opened my backpack to take
out the PRC25 and 2 batteries and the Ruloo gun that I had collected and hid since the
days in Phan Rang. Listen to their announcements: - “Saigon was liberated” I suddenly
burst into tears. The tear of joy, of sadness, of regret not being able to join the final
battle... Flickering in my fantasy, I saw myself swimming with Thai Van Thanh and Tran
Ninh in the sea at Vung Tau ... Then I saw that my whole body was injured and lost one-
leg... bleeding profusely sitting on the tank with my comrades, going straight to the gate
of Saigon. I asked for some water.... Everyone was silent, no one let me drink.... I cried
out a few verses:

“Injured night

toward the Vung Tau doorway
Refusing to go away

hugging my teamates
In a hury they put me on the vehicle

- I just go away only after win this battle
In the howling of tanks

aimed at Co May bridge...”



Hearing that, poet Dao Quang Thang also read some verses he wrote to encourage and
comfort me. Listening to Thang’s poem, I kept crying:

“Truong Son thundering night.
Resting in a hastily-built tent.
Not firing as wet firewood by rain
Sing, my brothers! Sing to keep us warm!
The Liberation Army is on the way
Life is so beautiful and young
The bucket hat and the steel gun...."

After more than a week in the Long Khanh rubber plantation, on the morning of May 10,
1975, the military vehicle traveled a long distance to carry me and other wounded
soldiers back to the Nha Trang military hospital 15 (now called Military Hospital 87).
The weather at that time was hot, the road was long and rough, and the vehicle was
jammed with wounded soldiers. The vehicle was shaking, extremely painful...

The Nha Trang Military Hospital 15 is a large hospital equipped with up to date modern
American equipment, with a team of skilled doctors and nurses of the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam, which has just been taken over by the National Front for the
Liberation of South Vietnam. Most of the doctors and service departments of the old
regime here left their jobs to return to their families or sought refuge somewhere.
Because of the lack of staff due to the new government, in the broadcasts and on the
radio, they are calling for the doctors of the old regime to quickly return to work.

The first doctor to examine and treat me directly was a tall, big, white American with
gray hair, a protruding nose, and an unforgettable smile. He was married to a Vietnamese
woman. His father-in-law was an officer of the ARVN Division number 23, his
hometown is Ly Hoa, Bo Trach, Quang Binh my homeland. This American doctor has a
very beautiful daughter. She was tall, white, long brown hair, high nose, and two milky
eyes, very western. She was studying in the second year class of the Medical University
of Saigon.

Upon receiving the news, the American doctor was very excited, considering this a favor
of the revolutionary government for their family. He took both his wife and daughter to
stay in the hospital's premises. He explained:

- It's very scary outside!... I am afraid of stray bullets.... (He speaks Vietnamese very
well).



Knowing that I am from Quang Binh, he was very sympathetic. He and his family
members got close and really cared about me. Seeing me moaning because my leg was

swollen and I kept asking for pain relievers, his wife said:

- Don't take a lot of it, brother! ...You will feel bad when you get old!...

She often told her daughter to go to the street to buy ice and use cold compresses to
relieve my pain. I later learned that her name is Thuy and she was also a physician from
this hospital. And her daughter's name is DeNi Huong.

When my leg was less swollen, the first thing he did was directly treat me by using a
traction machine to stretch my leg. He made me lie down on the table, tied my hands,
shoulders, and neck, then tied my ankles with ropes and used a winch to loosen my leg.
He did it over and over again, massage, check.... Suddenly his face darken, then he shook
his head, said to the group of assistants:

- It’s not better at all!...for too long already... The tendons were retracted and bones were
overlapped...

A few days later, he changed the treatment again. This time, he did not use a winch

tractor, but used a weighted object to hang on the leg, gradually increasing the weight to
pull the leg. A long time after, he drilled and installed pins into the femur near my lower
knee. My feet were put on the support, tied with the rope to a sandbag. Every day, he
increased the volume of sand gradually...gradually...But then, it was not effective also. It
seems that the bones are overlapped by 4mm, and stuck together. Eventually, he intended
to have surgery to realign the bones. He asked for my opinion. I accidentally revealed this
news to DeNi Huong. She used her hand to smooth the place where my femur was
dislocated. After a long silence, she looked at me and whispered:

- In my opinion...you don’t need this surgery! The bone was already stuck, it's stable after
a few months... the bone is stuck, but it's not dislocated...” Later, although one leg was
4mm shorter than the other, “it was still beautiful!” She said while looking at me with a
smile. I wondered:

- Can I still do heavy work after this?... Carrying soil, carrying stones... for example?...
DiNi Huong nodded and said:
- There will be a few limitations, but still working as usual...”

I don't know if she discussed anything with her father after that, but I no longer heard
about the leg surgery from him. And just like she said... It's been almost half a century,
but my legs and feet are still healthy, strong, still able to do heavy work, although a little
short, it's okay.



Then the doctor reluctantly put a cast on me. My body was fixed, from the chest, down to
the groin, and my leg was completely covered.

The first few days were uncomfortable. My body was like a heavy block of stone. My leg
was hard and painful, I could not sleep at night. The hardest part is defecating and
urinating, all must be done on the bed... Firstly, I was completely naked in my bare skin.
After a few days, they gave me hospital clothes to cover the whole body cast and it was
fine.

A few days later, I saw Mr. Phieu, Mr. Hoang Bon, Mr. Tran Si Can and other brothers in
the Technical Reconnaissance Team such as: - Xuan, Be, Hung, Phac, Viet, Huong,
Hung, Diem... came to visit quite a lot. Especially, there was a friend who I can never
forget. That's Tran Ninh, a handsome, talented Bac Ninh’s son who works as a logistic
assistant to the High Command of the Division. Perhaps the unit is also close by. It is said
that after they finished fighting, they returned to this lovely coastal city to recuperate.

The hospital is right next to Nha Trang airport, separated by a barbed-wire fence. The
aircraft are up and down all day long. The airport has just been taken over by the People's
Air Force of Vietnam. Many air force officers and soldiers come to visit and find their
compatriots and family members. They come back and forth at any time because it only
takes a few steps. The brothers and sisters at the airport had just come from the North, so
they came here to listen to the fighting story from the battlefield. They often brought gifts
to the wounded soldiers.

There was a time when they had just arrived, an injured tank soldier was lying on the bed
crying out loud:

The reason made the soldier cried out was this: - There was a waitress in the room
singing again:

When this soldier heard that, he cried for a while, then shouted angrily and became the
longing chain of our soldiers. So everyone cried.... “I feel like I missed my date with
Saigon...”. To be honest, I couldn't hold back the tears of longing and regret.

Listening to the chorus "Missing a date with Saigon" everyone was touched. The medical
staff and the hospital staff widened their eyes in amazement, and then they understood
everything and sympathized with the feelings of the battled soldiers... The air troop, too,
sobbed with us. There was a pretty girl named Nguyen Thi Hong Van from Thanh Hoa
town who came to comfort:

- You are so lucky to be alive... You are lucky to see Nha Trang... to see the gateway to
Xuan Loc, Vung Tau....unlike the other brothers and sisters who have lay on the
battlefield, they can not see anything, anymore...... From now on we will visit you
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often!......”. A dark-skinned girl, with crooked teeth, and a pleasant smile named Hoang
Lan, from Thanh Hoa province, then left her smile of sympathy, as I was groping to open
my notebook.

- Are you from Quang Binh? 4™ Area is all of the Choa people... You draw so well, your
poems are good too! Ah... can you copy the song to my notebook!...”

I felt happy listening to her talk, ...This is my chance, my forte.....Even though my body
was in a cast, [ could still write and draw without any problem...

The next day, I was moved to a single room by the hospital staff. The room had cloth
curtains. Sad feelings turned into happiness. The family of the American doctor visited
me regularly. Huong, the doctor’s beautiful daughter, was no longer shy. Whenever she
had free time, she would come back. Sometime she brought me a cup of tea, a bowl of
porridge, a pack of cigarettes....Sometimes she let me down and helped me go out of the
hospital to buy necessary things. In an afternoon, Huong recklessly caught the motorcycle
to take me out to enjoy the sea and read love poems to her for a while and then return. At
that time, to be honest, I was really shy because I was messy, my clothes were sloppy, my
body was in a cast in comparison with a beautiful flower like her. But then, I had a bad
fever, Huong helped me with everything, even cleaning my face. One time she whispered
something to my ear, my face, and her face was close... caught by her father, Huong was
no longer visiting me. In the afternoons, I was on crutches, walking step by step to sit in
front of the hospital gate, staring at the sea far away... The sea was still a deep blue...
listening to the waves whispering... and listening to the sobs.... I didn’t know if her father
reprimanded her, or was she ashamed and shunned me?... Sometimes I wanted to ask her
father, but I was very shy.

Van and Lan, the female staff of Nha Trang airport gave me some white handkerchiefs
and asked me to draw on them. They said:

- Can you draw something to celebrate the reunification day!...

Using a ballpoint pen, I drew the Mig plane and the Independence Palace with flags and
flowers, saying "Celebrating the 30™ of april" with their full names. The draft was so
difficult to embroider, but they had done so well, what a talent. They were very happy
and showed it to their friends at the airport. Then they rushed over to this lame soldier to
ask for drawings. Then, I accepted Hong Van and Hoang Lan as my sisters to introduce
them to my two best soldier friends. The next afternoon, Dao Quang Thang, Thai Van
Thanh came to visit, and we organized the friendship ceremony.

At that time, wounded soldiers such as us eat with out limitation, we could order
anything. I requested 8 premium meals for Thanh, Thang, Van, Lan and some of Lan's
friends. Some other wounded soldiers in our room were happy and brought their meals to
join with us. Thang passionately recited the poem "Goodbye" to me. Thanh sang Quan
ho folk songs and pre-war bolero music. After a while, the girls from the airport rushed
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over to celebrate our brotherhood. They gave us flowers and gifts. They all laughed,
clapped and sang the song "Liberate the South". Since then, Thanh and Thang always
visit me and it seemed that the guys fell deeply in love with the two girls.

In the last ten days of May 1975, it was blazing in the dog-days, our wounded soldiers
were transported by helicopter to the North. Before leaving, Thai Van Thanh put his
Seiko watch in my hand and stuffed a few dollar bills into my pocket. Dao Quang Thang
struggled to write down the poem "Dong Hoi Night” into my notebook:

“... This night

It seems to be lower, Dong Hoi’s sky

The earth rising and the bright moon are closer
Together we are, the road is wider

[ kiss you, the whispering grass

Tonight...is my own night

My own night of blackboard tree flower

Dong Hoi, I've been in debt all my life

Unintentionally or intentionally, Hong Van and Hoang Lan, were arranged by the airport
management board to accompany the flight to Gia Lam airport, and then sadly parted to
return back.

Well, say goodbye to Nha Trang!... Farewell to the battlefield of fire and
smoke...Farewell, dear comrades...Farewell to the family of Doctor DeNi Huong,
farewell to two sisters Hong Van and Hoang Lan. Say goodbye to Thai Van Thanh, Dao
Quang Thang, Tran Huu Ninh - my sworn friends of my life...

Well!..I missed my date with my beloved Saigon that I always long for in my heart...

Looking accoss the field... someone like Miss DeNi Huong was standing outside the
airport fence with her hand raised and waving...

Quang Binh, April 30, 2020

LOI HEN

Tran Khoi



10 nidm, séng & chién truong trén bom dudi dan chang hé han gi, nhung khi da gac chan 1én Ba
Ria - Viing Tau, sép duoc géi dau 1én TP Sai Gon, ma minh lai bi théi lui méi dau chu....dau nhu
hoan....

Cai khat khao: - " Sai Gon oi!.. ta lai vé day!..." clia riéng minh, bng chdc tan thanh may khoi....

DPém 29/4/1975 chiéc xe nha binh ché anh em trinh sat di trude doi hinh BTL tién phuong Su
doan 3 Sao Vang bSng dung dd xich lai. Toan bo d6i hinh hanh quan xe, phéo cua Su doan don
dbng bén phia bic chan cau C6 May.  Anh em dung bang ca khiéng minh xudng, dit bén vé
duong. Ho lay nep bo vao chan giy dui phai ctia minh. Trong dém tbi 16 mo, trong tiéng siing
rén vang, trong con dau mé man, minh van con nhan ra day 1a bai cat rong ménh mong va nghe
thdy gi6 tir bién thdi vao mat rugi. Moi ngudi dang chay nguoc, chay xudi, xdm xi to nho ban
tinh chuyén thong duong. Co ai do trong doan noi :

- Cau di bi bon dich danh sap.... B6 doi ta vuot song bi hy sinh nhiéu 1dm!...Boi nhimg 6 dé
khang ctia dich & phia Nam cau chong tra hét stc quyét liét!..... Can kip thoi tridn khai d6i hinh
phao ban manh ap ché sang phia Nam cau....

Minh con nghe 13 tiéng anh Tran S§ Can Pai doi truong Trinh sat C52:

Tram phéau da chién cta Su doan duoc dit tai Cam My, Long Khanh. Goi 1 tram phau, nhung
ding hon va thuc chét chi 1a mot tram thu dung da chién dé tiép nhan thuong bénh binh tr chién
truong chuyén ra tuyén sau. S6 y bac sy va nhan vién phuc vu noi ddy I¢o téo c6 dim ba nguoi.
bai b phan don vi da tién sau vao phia Nam. Noi day, chéng ¢6 lan 18u, nha ctra chi ca. Anh
em thuong bénh binh trai 14 cay va mac vong nam la liét, nhan nhén khap ca canh rimg. Rimng la
rimg, tuyén 1 rimg cao su bat ngan, tring diép, rat thuan tién cho viéc ddu quan cua ca hai phe.
Céc tan binh Su doan 18 cua tuéng Lé Minh Bdo va Lt du 1 VNCH tir Xuan Loc, Long Khanh
that tran, dang Un Un tdp vao rimg cao su nay dé 1an tranh va cd tim duong thao chay xudng
Viing Tau. Khip canh rimg am ao tiéng xe, tiéng phao, tiéng bom dan va ca tiéng rén la cua
thuong bénh binh tir ca hai phia ta va dich 1am in ca rimg . Nhiing nguoi thay thudc ¢ ddy von da
it 61, ma con lam mot cong doi viéc. Ho phai tat bat, voi v tan ra moi nga dé chan nhirng ddm
tan binh dang 1l luot tran vao tram xin trinh dién, xin dugc ndp sing dan va xin én...Théy anh
chi em VAt v, tai tit mat mii ngay dém, nén du chan minh sung téy, dau nhuc thiu tim ma minh
ciing cén rang chiu dung chang con kéu ca chi nita .

Noi canh rimg nay, minh bat ngd gip dugc kha nhidu dong doi, dong chi, ngudi nha, qué huong.
Gip dugc Nguyén M§ Hanh c6 vin cong xinh dep ciia phong chinh tri Su doan 3 Sao Vang lac
vao day va co ta ciing chiu ¢ lai cing anh em tram phau truc tiép san séc minh va anh em thuong
binh miy ngay . Co gip ba O ho Tran Vin lang Thuong Phong Chj rudt cua thdy Tran Vin Do.
O tén 1a Hang, 13 y sy di theo canh quan Su doan 968, tat vao canh rimg dé nghi tam. Gap cu
Tién lang Pai phong 14 chién sy xe tang Lit doan 203.

Trong con mé man, t6i van nhan biét ¢6 anh Nguyén Vin Huong va nha tho Dao Quang Thing
t6 trinh sat ky thuat cia Su doan dén tham. Pao Quang Thiang mang dén cho minh nhiéu duong
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sita, ca may qua dira. Anh Hudong mé ba 16 ctia minh l4y lai chiéc may PRC25 va 2 khéi pin va
ca khau sung Ruloo ma minh thu déu tir hém con ¢ Phan Rang . Nghe cic anh thong bao: - Sai
Gon da giai phong ma minh bdng oa 1én khoc. Khoe vi ming, khoc vi tii, khoc vi tiée nudi khi
minh khong dugc tham gia tran cudi cung......Chap chon trong con mo, minh thy dang ciing
Thai Van Thanh va Tran Ninh dang boi trén bién Viing Tau.... Rdi thdy ca minh bi thuong lia
hin mot chan... mau dam dé dang ngdi trén xe ting cing dong doi tién thang vao cira ngd Sai
Gon. Minh doi udng nudc....Moi ngudi ninh thinh, chang ai cho minh udng ca.... Minh gao 1én
méy cau tho :

" Dém bi thuong
truoc cua ngo Viing Tau
Chang chju chia tay
ta 6m chat déng doi
Ban dat t6i lén xe cho voi
- Pdnh théng trdn
nay té moi chiu chia tay
Tang gam lén
nham thang hieémg Cé May..."

Nghe vay, nha tho Pao Quang Thing ciing doc may cau tho anh ay viét nham dong vién, an ui
minh. Nghe Thing doc tho minh cir sut sui :

" Dém Trieong Son sam dong riemg gia.
Chiing téi nghi trong léu ting dung voi.
Khéng dét liva vi mea wét ciii

Hat Ién cho dam ching may oil..

Giai phong qudn ra di
Cuoc doi tré dep
Chiéc mu tai béo va cdy siing thép.....

Sau gan hon tudn nam tai rimg cao su Long Khanh, thi dén sang 10/5/1975 chiéc xe nha binh
vuot mot quang duong dai chd anh em thuong binh ching t6i quay ra quan y vién 15 Nha Trang
( bay gid goi 1a QYV 87 ). Hom d6 thoi tiét nong birc, duong xa, gd ghé, anh em thuong binh
nam chen chuc duéi san xe nhu lon. Xe xbc¢, ddi, dau dém vo cung ...

Quan y vién 15 Nha Trang mdt bénh vién 16n dugc My trang bi hét strc hién dai, c6 doi ngll y
bac sy lanh nghé ctia quan d6i VNCH dugc phia mit tran dan toc GPMNVN moi vira tiép quan.
Dai bo phan nhing thay thudc va bo phan phuc vu cta ché d6 cii noi day, do lo so nén ho di bo
nhiém s& tré vé gia dinh, hodc tim cach 4n nau mot noi nao do. B4i chinh quyén cach mang méi



tiép nhan, chua kip sap xép doi ngu, nén trén loa dai ra ra phat tin kéu goi cac thay thudc ctua ché
dd cli nhanh chéng trg vé lam viéce.....

Nguoi thay thude dau tién kham va truc tiép chira binh cho t6i 1a mot ngudi My cao, to, da tring,
mai toc hoa ram, c6 cai miii 10 va nu cudi nhan hau khé quén. Ong ta léy vo Viét Nam. B6 vo
ctia 6ng 4y la mot sy quan Nguy thudc Su doan 23 VNCH, qué gbc & Ly Hoa, BS Trach, Quang
Binh qué t6i. Ong thay thudc ngudi My nay c6 mot c¢d con gai hét sirc xinh dep. Ngudi cao rio,
da tréng tréo, c6 mai toc nau dai, cai mili cao cao va hai con mét mau tréng duc, rat Tay. Co ta
dang hoc nam thtr 2 truong Pai hoc Y thanh phé Sai Gon.

Nhan duogc tin, 6ng bac sy ngudi My rat phan khoi, coi day 1a an hué cua chinh quyén cach mang
dobi voi gia dinh ho. Ong ta dan ca vg va con gai clia 6ng vao ta tiic ngay trong khudn vién clia
bénh vién. Va theo 101 6ng :

-0 ngoai sg 13m!...So bin nhau lac dan....(@ng ta noi tiéng Viét rat thao).

Biét t6i nguoi 1a ngudi Quang Binh nén ong ta rat thién cam. Ong iy va ngudi nha cua 6ng lan
la hoi chuyén va dudng nhu t6 ra quan tdm hon. Thay t6i rén la vi chan sung phu 1én, cir doi
ubng thudc giam dau, ba vo clia ong bao :

- Em uong it thoi !....sau nay gia ca kho lam!...

Ba ta thudng xuyén bao c6 con gai ra phd mua d4 vé chudm lanh giam dau cho t6i. Sau ndy toi
moi biét ba dy tén Thuy ciing 1a y sy ctia bénh vién nay. Con c¢o con gai ctia dng ay tén 13 DeNi
Huong.

Khi chan t6i d& sung, thi viéc dau tién ctia ong ay truc tiép chira bénh cho toi bang cach dung
may kéo gian nong chan. Ong dy bat toi nam 1én ban, troi tay, vai va cd lai, rdi ding day budc
chit cb chan va dung may toi kéo noéng gian chan ra. Ong ay lam di 1am lai nhiéu lan, nin bop,
kiém tra.... Ty nhién thidy mat ong xam lai, roi 6ng lic dau, quay sang néi v6i nhom ngudi gitp
viée:

- Khong duoc ty nao cal...Dé qua lau ngdy.....Gan bj rat lai.... xuong d3 bi chong 1én nhau....

Vai ngay sau, ong lai d6i hudng chita binh cho t6i. Lan nay khong ding may kéo toi, ma ding
vat cd trong lugng treo vao chan, ting dan dé kéo chan. Thoi gian lau dai. Nguoi ta khoan va
dong dinh vao xuong dui gan dau gbi phia dudi cta ctia minh. Cho chan minh gac 1én gia dd,
budc day vao dinh kéo mot bao cat. Cu mdi ngay ho lai ting khéi lugng cat dan 1én....dan
1én.. Nhung roi, ciing chang dugc. Xem ching xuong bi chong 0,40cm, va cling da bi can, bi sui
ra dinh v6i nhau. Cudi ciing, 6ng ta c6 y dinh giai phau dé sap lai xwong. Ong thim do y kién t6i.
T6i vo tinh dé 16 tin nay cho DeNi Huong biét. Nang dung tay nan nan noi chd sui can léch
xuong dui ctia t6i. Lang hoi lau roi em nhin t6i, ndi nho:

- Theo em...cling khong can giai phau nita dau!...xwong di dinh tao thanh sui rdi, vai bita 6n
dinh thoi... dugc cai xuong dinh, nhung khong bi can lé€ch... Sau nay mot chan tuy bi thép hon
chan kia 0,4cm nhung van con dep chan!....Co 4y vira néi vira nhin toi cudi tim tim. T6i phan
van hoi:
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- Sau nay con lam dugc viéc nang duoc nita khong em?... Vi du nhu ganh dat, ganh da... chfmg
han?...

DiNi Huong gt dau noi:
- C6 han ché chut it, nhung van lam viéc binh thuong anh a...

Khéng biét sau d6 Nang c6 ban bac gi véi bd nang hay khong ma chuyén giai phau chén cua
minh chang con nghe ong ta nhic lai. Va cling dung nhu truéc day Nang da noi khong co
sai.....pPa gﬁn nita thé ky, ma chan céng minh van lanh 1in, khoe manh, van 1am duoc nhiing cong
viéc nang, tuy c6 thap mot ty nhung ching sao ca .

Sau d6 6ng bac sy danh mién cudng bo bot lai cho minh. Bé ¢ dinh toan than, tir nguc, xuéng
ben, trim kin han mot chén.

M4y ngay dau that kho chiu. Than thé nhu mot khdi da nang. Chan bi chén bot cing dau nhic,
dém khong tai nao ngu dugc. Khd nhit khau dai tién va tiéu tién phai nam trén giuong....Ban dau
& trudng tong nhong do ca chim co ra. Mot thoi gian sau, ho cho mic 40 quan bénh vién, che di
khdi bot toan than vao thiy ciing on.

Vai ngay sau, thiy anh Phiéu, anh Hoang Bon, anh Tran s§ Cén cing anh em trong T6 trinh sat
ky thuat nhu: - Xuan, B¢, Hung, Phéc, Viét, Huong , Hung, Diém...1én tham kha dong. Péc biét
c6 thing ban hét 1ong yéu thuong ma trong cudc doi minh ching bao gid quén duoc nd. 6 1a
Tran Ninh qué Bic Ninh dep trai, tai hoa 1am tai vu BTLSu doan. C6 1& don vi & ciing gan. Nghe
n6i sau khi danh ddm xong ho tré vé an dudng tai thanh phd bién than yéu nay.

Bénh vién & sat nach san bay Nha Trang, chi cich mot hang rao thép gai. Sudt ngay may bay 1én
xubng am ao. San bay ciing vira dugc cac don vi khéng quan nhan dan Viét Nam tiép nhan. Rét
nhiéu cac can b va chién sy khong quin bén san bay ho thuong sang thim va tim dong hwong,
tim ngudi nha. Ho di qua lai nhu com bita vi chi may budc chan 1a dén lién. Cac anh chi em bén
sin bay vi méi chan u6t chan réao tir mién Biac méi vao, con la nude la cdi, nén moi ngudi tim
sang bén nay dé nghe chuyén danh dim cua chién truong. Ho ciing thudng xuyén mang qua
sang biéu ting cho anh em thuong binh bén nay.

C¢ bira Ho vtra sang, thi cling 1a Iuc ¢6 cau linh xe tang cling bi thwong vao dau, vao chan phai,
nam canh givong minh 1én con van khoc in ca 1én:

Cau linh nay nghe vay, khoc hu hu mét hoi, rdi gdo 1én tirc tudi va tré thanh tiéng khoc than day
chuyén day khat vong cua tui linh ching toi. Vay 14 ai cling khoc.... Nhu cam thiy minh 16i hen
v6i Sai Gon..... Néi that, t6i ciing khong thé dau duoc nhiing giot nude mat day khat khao va tiéc
nudi.

Nghe ban hop xudng" Ldi hen véi Sai Gon" moi ngudi ai ciing cam dong . Cac y bac sy va nhan
vién phuc vu ctua bénh vién ho trd mét sttng sO, va roi ho hiéu ra moi chuyén va cam thong véi
ndi 1ong clia ngudi linh tran..... Nhitng nguoi linh khong quén, cling sut sui khoc theo bon tdi. Co
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mot ¢6 kha xinh dep, sau nay t6i biét d6 1a em Nguyén Thi Hong Van & thi x3 Thanh Hoa dén an
ui:

- C4c anh con sbng sot 1a may mén rdi.... Cac anh con biét Nha Trang... con biét cira ngd Xuan
Ldc, Viing Tau....con nhu tui em va nhiéu anh chi em nam lai trén chién trudng co biét chi
mo.....Thoi!.... tr nay bon em s€ nang qua lai choi vdi bon anh cho khuady khda nhé!....... Mot em
da dam, co chiéc rang khénh, c6 nu cudi dé cam va sau nay toi biét tén em la Hoang Lan, qué
Thanh Hoa, man mo lan d& cudn sb tay ctua t01,r0i dé rdi rot lai anh mét va nu cudi thién cam
khen

- Anh qué Quang Binh 4? Khu B6n qué Choa ca..... Anh v& dep, tho hay nita!...A... lic nao bon

Nghe em néi, t61 nhu m¢é cod trong bung, cam thay vui ..Day la co hoi, 1a s& truong cua
minh.....Dau bi bé bot toan than, nhung minh van nam ngita nguoi van viét, v& duge chang co

Hom sau, minh dugc nhan vién bénh vién chuyén dén mot phong don 1¢. Phong c¢é nhiing tim
ngan che bang vai. Tuong budn hoa ra vui. Ngay ngay cé gia dinh bac sy nguoi My kia thuong
lui téi tham hoi. Em Huong cd con gai xinh dep con ciia dng ta chang con ngai ngung. HE ranh
roi thi Nang lai mo dén. Lac nang mang cho cdc ché, bat chao, luc bao thude.....Cé luc em ra va
diu t6i tap ténh chdng nang lan hdi timg budc ra tin nhitng ddy hang ngoai céng bénh vién dé
mua sim nhitng th can thiét linh tinh cho toi. Co chiéu, Huong lidu linh bat ca xe thd, rdi nin
ny cho t6i ra ngdng bién doc tho tinh cho Nang nghe mot hoi rdi trd vé. Nhimg lac nhu thé nay,
thuc long ma néi minh rat ngai, vi cai thang t6i 16i thoi 1éch théch, 4o quan xéch xac, bi bo bot
toan than, tay chong hai nang lai di giita ngudi dep nhu hoa nhu ngoc cam thay hd nguoi vo
cung. Nhung roi, tir cai hém minh s6t ning, Huong tu am, d& minh day, liy khan lau mat cho
minh va cti sat vao mit minh néi chuyén gi do.... bi bd Nang bt gip, thi chang con thiy Huong
bén mang dén nira, 1am minh nhé quay nhé quat.... Chiéu chiéu, minh chéng nang, 1é ting budc
ra ngéi trudc céng bénh vién, mit dim dim nhin bién khoi xa ...Bién vin mdt mau xanh
tham....Van nghe tiéng séng v tham thi ....va nghe ca tiéng 1ong thon thirc.... Khong biét ong gia
o 4y c6 quo trach gi khong, hay em hd then rdi xa lanh minh?.... Nhidu khi dinh héi 6ng ba
nhung rat ngai.

Hai em Vén va Lan bén san bay Nha Trang dua sang may cai khin tay xoa trang nhd minh vé dé
théu. Cac em goi y:

- Anh v& canh gi d6 dé ky niém ngay 30/4 thong nhét dat nuéc nhé!...

Minh dung but bi, v& chiéc may bay Mic va Dinh Poc Lap ¢ ¢ hoa ¢6 dong chit " Ky niém
ngay 30/4" va ca ho tén cac em. Minh v& kho thé ma cac em van théu dugc va théu dep thi qua 1a
tai. Cac em mung lim, dem vé khoe véi tui ban linh bén san bay. Vay 1a miy em bén 4y, lai a0
sang bt toi cai thing linh qué nay. Thé rdi, minh nhan Hong Van va Hoang Lan 1a em gai két
nghia véi ¥ dinh giéi thiéu cho 2 thang ban linh chi c6t ctia minh. Chiéu hém sau, Dao Quang
Thang, Thai Van Thanh 1én tham, minh t6 chirc két nghia luon.

Dao 4y, thuong binh nhu tyi minh an vé tiéu chuan, bdo in thtr gi cling duoc, miy suét ciing
xong. Minh bdo 8 phan an cao cap. Hom d6 c6 Thanh, Thang, Van, Lan va mét so0 ban gai cta
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Lan. C6 mot s6 anh em thuong binh cing phong thay vui, mang khau phan in ciia minh cing
dén gop vui. Thiang say sua ngdm bai tho "Tam biét" ting minh. Thanh thi trd tai hat dan ca quan
ho va nhac vang. Puoc mét lac thi cac em nit khéng quan bén san bay ao qua chao mimng 18 két
nghia cta anh em minh. Ho ting anh em minh ca hoa va qua. T4t ca cing cudi, cing vo tay hat
bai "Giai phong mién Nam". Ciing ké tir d6, Thanh, Thang ludn dén v6i minh va xem ching hai
thang ciing say hai nang nhu diéu do.

Ha tudn thang 5/1975, troi ndng nhu rang, s6 anh em thuong binh bon minh dugc may bay truc
thang chd ra Bic. Trudc liic 1én duong, Thai Van Thanh deo vao tay minh chiéc dong hd Senko
va dai vao tii minh méy to d6. Pao Quang Thing loay hoay chép vao sd tay minh bai tho " Pém
DPong Hai "

" ....Pong HGi dém nay troi nhie thap hon

Pat nhw cao 1én cho gan trang sing

Ta bén nhau con duong thém rong

Anh hén em ngon cé thi tham

Dém nay...cir nhw la dém cua riéng anh
Cua riéng anh nong nan hoa sita
"

Dong Hoi suot doi anh mac no.....

Khong biét vo tinh hay hitu ¥, 2 em Hong Van va Hoang Lan duoc ban chi huy san bay sap xép
cho di theo doan hé téng chuyén bay ra dén tin san bay Gia Lam r6i lai bui ngui luu luyén chia
tay minh quay vao.....

Thoéi chia tay Nha Trang!... Chia tay chién truong mot thoi lira khoi....Chia tay dong doi than
yéu....Chia tay gia dinh bac sy DeNi Huong, chia tay 2 em gai két nghia Hong Véan va Hoang
Lan. Chia tay Thai Van Thanh, Pao Quang Thing, Tran Hiru Ninh- nhimng thing ban than yéu
cua doi tot....

Thoi!..Panh 15i hen v6i Sai Gon yéu ddu ma ta hang khat khao....

Nhin ra phia xa.... ai nhu Nang DeNi Huong dang diing ngoai hang rao san bay do cao ban tay

Quang Binh 30/4/2020
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